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DISCOURSE. 


ISAIAH    XXXVIII,    15. 

I  Jkall  go  foftly  alt  my  Years  in  the  bitternifs  of  my  font, 

HE  words  of  the  text,containapartof  king 
Hezekiah's  fefleftions  after  his  miracul- 
ous recovery  from  fickncfs.  "  I  faid,  in 
the  cutting  ofF  of  my  days,  I  (hall  go  to 
the  gates  of  the  grave  :  I  am  deprived  oE 
the  refidue  of  my  years.  I  faid,  I  fiiall 
not  fee  the  LoRureven  the  Lord,  in  the  land  of  the  living  :  1 
fliall  behold  man  no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world. 
Mine  age  is  departed,  and  is  removed  from  me  as  a  fhcpherd's . 
tent :  I  have  cut  ofF  like  a  weaver  my  life  ;  he  will  cut  me  o|f 
with  pining  ficknefs :  From  day  even  to  night  wilt  thou  make  aij 
end  of  me.  I  reckoned  till  morning,  that  as  a  lton,fo  will  he  break 
ail  my  bones  :  From  day  even  to  night  wilt  thou  make  an  end  of 
me.  Like  a  crane  or  a  fwallow,  fo  did  I  chatter  ;  I  did  mourn  as 
a  dove  ;  mine  eyes  fail  with  looking  upwards  ;  O  Lord,  I  am  op- 
preCTcd,  undertake  for  me."  Hczekiah  having  defcribed  his  feel- 
ings when  he  was  called  lo  face  death,  changes  his  ftrain,  in  thes 
text,  and  following  verfes.  «'  What  fhall  I  fay  ?  he  hath  both 
fpoken  unto  me,  and  himfelf  hath  done  it."  The  heart  of  Heze- 
kiah  contained  more  of  wonder  and  praife,  than  his  tongue  could 
utter,  when  GOD  declared  to  him  by  the  mouth  of  the  prophet 
Ifaiah,  that  he  fhould  live  fifteen  years  longer  ;  and  that  on  the 
third  day  from  thjlt  time,  he  fliould  be  fo  far  recovered,  as  to  bea- 
ble  to  go  up  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  In  that  part  of  the  15th 
verfe,  which  contains  the  words  chofen  for  the  guide  of  our  pref- 
ent  meditations,  Hezekiah  refolves  to  maintain  a  becoming  fenfe 
of  the  troubles  which  he  had  endured,  to  the  cndoiliit-— I  Jliall  go 
Jhjtly  all  my  years  in  the  bitternefs  of  myjoul. 

FROM  the  general  fpirit  of  the  izyiX^  taken  in  its  connexions,  it  is 
evident,  that  Hezekiah  doth  not  fpeak  of  future  troubles,  but  of 
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thofe  which  were  paft.  It  would  be  irrational  to  fuppofe  that  he 
Jhould  refolve  to  walk,  in  th  bitUrnefs  of  his  fouty  in  a  day  of  GOD's 
falvation.  We  muft  therefore  underftand  the  pious  King  to 
Jpeak  in  the  words  now  under  conrideration,  of  the  fcnfe  which 
he  refolved  to  maintain  of  his.  days  of  bitternefs,  or  grievous  ^fQic- 
tions,  which  were  pafl.  The  Hebrew  word  which  is  here  render- 
ed in,  piany  times  H^ni^cs  becaufe  ;  the  nieanirjg  of  the  text  ac- 
cording to  this  iaft  rendering  would  have  been  plainer,  than  in 
our  tranflation.  The  rcfolution  of  Hezekiah,  is  fo  be  underftood^ 
as  containing  his  purpofe  to  go  foftly  all  his  years,  kcaufe  of  the 
late  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  v^hcn  he  was  fick  unto  death.  When 
he  refolved  to  go  foftly ,  he  refolved  to  wailc  in  a  humbie,  thankful 
manner,  in  pppofition  to  ftupidity,  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  ingrati- 
tude. The  folcmn  vow  of  Hezekiah,  may  with  propriety  lead 
us  to  confider  what  improvement  we  ought  to  make  of  the  afHiCf 
tionsoflife. 

I,  WE  ought  never  to  forget  our  afflifiions.  It  is  indeed  alto- 
gether beft.  that  the  boiflerous  grief  which  fometimes  marks  the 
§ rft  ftage  of  our  forrow,  fhould  fubfide.  For  were  it  to  remain  at 
I  height  for  any  confiderable  termjit  would  unfit  us  to  ferve  GOD 
or  man  \  if  it  did  not  put  an  end  to  our  Iiv$s— "  The  forrow  of  ths 
world  worketh  death."  But  neither  the  feelings  ol  humanity, 
nor  the  fpirit  of  our  holy  religion,  will  permit  us  to  be  ftrangers  to 
tender  iihpreflions  when  the  rod  is  laid  upon  us.  We  have  many 
examples  in  facred  hiftory,  of  eminent  Tervants  of  GOD,  who 
wept  under  their  burdens  or  bereavements,  in  feafons  of  humble 
fubmiffion  ;  and  what  is  of  ftill  higher  authority,  we  behold  the 
innocent  and  holy  Jesus,  fliedding  tears  over  a  beloved  friend, 
whofe  body  was  now  lying  in  the  grave, 

NOTHING  more  fuddeniy  cr  forcibly  roufesthe  power  of  recol- 
leftion,  with  which  the  human  mind  is  endowed,  than  i'ghting  on 
incidents  which  are  conneSed  with  loft  enjoyments,  or  friends.  . 
A  few  years  relidence  in  the  world  furniflies  numerous  illulira- 
tjons  of  this  obfef  vation.  Hovy  many  fcenes  of  pleaCure  can  we 
recal^hich  ^re  to  return  no  more?  The  houfes  in  which  our 
dead  friends  refided,  the  garments  they  wore,  the  gtound  they  tiU 
led,  the  arts  or  the  fludies  they  purTued,  and  th,e  fpot  wheie  their 
bodies  were  laid,  reCal  their' rncmoiy  and  revive  mourning.     "We 
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catinet  remcrriber  our  affliftions  to  any  good  purpore,  without 
confidering  the  caufe  of  all  the  punifhment's  which  are  inflifted 
upon  the  children  of  men.     Our  apoflacy  from  GOD  is  the  fource 
of  all  the  miferies  which  we  can  feel  in  the  prefent  world,  or  which 
are  threatened  in  the  world  to  come.     The  fame  arguments  which 
enforce  repentance  upon  us,  urge  our  duty  to  be  humbled  under 
the  affliSlive  hand  of  divine  providence ;  and  confequently  to  keep 
alive  in  our  memories,  the  tokens  of  divine  difpleafure  which  we 
have  felt.     While  we  connder  moral  evil  as  the  caufe  of  all  hu- 
man woes,  we  are  cautioned  againft  deciding  on  particular  charae- 
,ters,  as  diftinguifhed  from  their  fellow  men  at  large,  by    the  bit- 
ter cup  which  is  apportioned  to  them.     1  he  friends  of  Job  were 
awfully  rebuked  by  the  Almighty,  for  cenluring  that  patient  man, 
as  an  hypocrite,  from  the   remarkable  bereavements  and  loITes 
which  he  was  made  to  experience   on  a  fudden,  affer  enjoying  a 
Jong  feafon  of  high  profperity.     *«  No  man  knoweth  eidier  love 
or  hatred    by  all  that  is   before  them.     All  things  come  alike  to 
a)l ;  tjiefc  ispne  C'/ent  to  the  righteous  zvi  to  the  wicked  ;  to  the 
good,  and  to  the  clean,  and  to  the  unclean  ;  to  l*im  that  facrificeth, 
and  to  him  that  facrificeth  not :  as  is  the  good,  fo  is  the  finner  ;; 
and  he  that  fweareth,  as  he  that  feareth  an  oath."*  There  is  fin  e-  ' 
nough  remaining  in  the  heart  of  the  bell  mere  man,  fince  the  apof- 
tacy,   to  render    him  deferving  of  the  divine  wrath.     Hence,  be 
he  will  be  awakened  by  afjliftion  to  think  on  his  ways,  and  renew 
his  repcftance  :  He  will,  with  holy  Job,  on  a  review  of  the  fur- 
pace  through  whi<^h  he  hath  paffed,  ^§  well  as  on  the  renewed  dif- 
covery  of  the  divine  juftice,  holinefs,  and  mercy,  "  abhor  himfelf, 
and  repent  in  duft  and  afhes."     It  is  alfo  important  to  remember 
our  afflittions,  to  imprefsour  obligations  to  praife  GOD  for  dehv- 
erance  ;  and  to  perform  the  yows  which  we  made  to  lead  better 
Jives,  when  in  the  bitternefs  of  our  fouls. 

n.  w£  ought  to  improveour  affliaions  to  proujote  felf  exam- 
ination. 

FONo  as  we  are  of  prefent  eafe  and  quiet,  we  might  expefl:  a 
great  change  of  feelings,  when  our  worldly  profpefts  were  darken- 
ed, or  our  hopes  deftroyed.  Reafon  would  lead  us  to  conclude 
that  days  ofadvcrfity,  mpft  b^  days  of  pain  and  forrow.  But 
fpeculdtion  cannot  give  feeling  in  any  thing,  or  fupply  ihe  place 
of  experience.     In   nothing  will  thisrcmaskbe  !ouud  to  have 
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j^t6ii:er  fdtce,  than  in  cottiparing  troubles  furveyed  fey  the  profper- 
6uiS  rftskn,  with  troubltf*  reah'zcd  by  the  man  of  forrow.  We  know 
but  little  of  our  own  hearts  until  we  are  tried.  AjSii£lions  are 
Itiited  to  bring  to  light  latent  corruptions,  and  to  exhibit  the  de- 
|)faved  heart  in  all  its  deformity,  Jfrael,  who  fung  GOD's  praife 
at  the  Red  Sea,  foon  fbrgat  his  works,  and  tempted  him  in  the 
defert,  by  their  murmurs  and  rebellions.  "  Mejes,  who  was  very 
£Qeek,  above  all  the  men  who  w  ere  upon  the  face  of  the  earth," 
ofended  in  a  day  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  ftrove  with  the  Lord, 
Patient  Job,  opened  his  mouth  and  curfed  his  day,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  fore  aSiftions.  From  thefe,  and  like  inftances,  which  ap* 
|>C2r  in  facred  hiflory,  we  leain  thata  feafon  of  trouble  is  peculiar- 
ly adapted  to  Jay  open  the  heart.  To  profit  by  the  rod,  it  is  nccef- 
fary  to  improve  it  for  the  purpofe  of  calling  up  thcconduft  of  paft 
life,  opening  our  eyes  On  our  prefent  temper,  and  humbling  our- 
felves  uRder  the  mighty  hand  of  GOD, 

,  THE  removal  of  enjoyments,  or  friends,  calls  upon  us  to  enquire, 
how  we  improved  them,  while  they  were  continued  to  us  ? — Didi 
they  excite  gratitude  to  the  Author  of  all  good  ?  Were  we  difpot- 
ed  to  view  them  as  lent  bleflings,  liable  to  be  recalled  at  the  pleaf- 
ufsof  the  great  Lord  of  all  ?  Or  did  W6  feel,  during  our  profp^n- 
ty^  that  ail  our  comforts  might  be  claimed  as  our  own,  and  that 
tomorrow  fhould  be  as  this  day,  and  much  more  abundant  ?  In 
xvhat  mariner  did  we  fpend  the  time  which  Was  once  indulged  us 
with  our  friends,  who  are  now  in  their  graves  ?  Were  we  defirous 
to  help  dach  Other  along,  in  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties 
erf  our  refpeftive  ftations,  and  in  our  journey  towards  a  better 
world  ?  Or,  did  we  pafs  heedlefsly  down  the  current  of  life,  fwal- 
lowred  up  in  the  purfuits  of  pleafure,  amufement,  wealth,  or  ambi- 
tson,  until  we  were  fhocked  by  the  death  of  a  wife,  a  hufband,  a 
parent,  a  child,  a  brother,  a  fifter,  or  a  friend  ?  Were  we  diligent 
and  unwearied  in  our  endeavours  to  benefit  them,  by  our  inftruc- 
tions,  counfels  and  examples  ?  Or  will  they  rife  as  fwift  witnefles 
asgainfl  us,  in  our  future  meeting  at  the  bar  of  COD  ?  Did  we 
profit  by  the  words  of  wifdom  and  love  which  dropped  from 
their  lips,  and  the  charms  of  their  behaviour  ?  Or  have  we  now  to. 
«ake  up  the  bitter  laraenlation— "  That  for  us  our  departed  friends 
laboured  in  vain  !" 
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A  SERIOUS  review  of  pa  ft  life,  will  pppn  to  us  our  prefer*  tesa- 
per.  We  may  difcern,  if  we  are  faithful  and  prayeifjfl  in  the  est- 
amination  of  our  heattS}  what  are  their  rei^l  ejsercifes  towards  th© 
divine  government  and  grace  at  the  pref?nt  ti^ne.  Happy  wili  i% 
be  for  us  if  we  praftice  felf  examination  with  the  fpirit.  of  Davi<^ 
in  the  isgth  Pfalm,  «  Search  me,  O  GOD,  and  know  my  heart  ^ 
try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts ;  apd  fee  if  there  be  any  wick^ 
way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  wayeyerlafting*"  This  prayer  »< 
fure  to  be  followed,  in  all  thofe  who  enter  into  the  true  fpirit  of  it> 
with  deep  humiliation  for  abufes  of  divine  favours,  and  with  th^ 
confeffion  ol  the  Pfalmift,  «  Before  I  was  affliaed  I  went  aftray  ;, 
but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word."  When  the  good  man  is  recalled 
frorp  his  bat^fliding  by  the  rod,  and  his  ingratitude,  perverfenefs 
and  obftinacy  are  in  cle^r  view,  he  will  feel  that  he  never  can  li» 
low  enough  before  a  holy  GOD~and  th?it  fovereign  mercy  alone 
can  fave  him  from  eternal  perdition.  Now  he  can  fervently  lift 
up  his  foul  to  GOD— «  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant: 
For  in  thy  fight  fhall  no  mai;i  living  be  juftified  !~-Hear  me  {ipee6u 
ly,  O  Lpaa  ;  my  fpirit  faileth  :  Hide  not  thy  face  from  mc^  left  I 
belike  unto  them  that  ga  down  into  the  pit !— Quicken  me,  O 
Lord,  for  thy  name's  fake :  For  thy  righteoufaefs  fake  bring  roy 
loulout  of  trouble!"* 

Iir.  WHEN  afni£lions  are  rightly  improved,  they  will  lead  the 
mind  to  GOD,  and  to  rejoice  in  his  government. 

AFELiCTiOKs  tcacb  the  neceflity  of  fccuring  (ome  portion  which 
is  permanent ;  while  they  hold  up  the  emptinefs  and  fading  nature 
of  all  fublunary  things.  In  looking  round  the  creation,  w«  can 
difcern  no  friend  who  is  able  to  fecure  us  agaipft  the  evils  of  tinsc, 
or  fupport  us  under  them  ;  far  lefs,  can  we  find  any  created  arm, 
which  can  fupport  us  in  death,  or  conduftus  to  happinefs  beyond 
the  grave.  But  when  we  look  up  to  the  Author  qJ  our  being,  we 
behold  one  poffefied  of  infinite  power,  and  goodnefs,  and  who 
hath  opened  the  arms  of  his  mercy  to  fallen  man,  through  jesu» 
CHRIST.  We  are  invited,  we  are  commanded,  to  conae  boldly 
unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need.  GOD  hath  promifed  that  all  things  fhall 
work  together  for  good  to  them  who  love  him.  He  is  a  covenant 
keeping   GOD— His  truth  endureth  to  all  generations.    He  will 
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comfott  his  people  in  death  :  Hence  David  faith  in  xxiii  Pfalm. 
"Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death  I 
will  fear  no  evil :  For  thou  art  with  me  ;thy  rod  and  thy  ftaff  they 
comfort  me."  Having  guided  his  people  by  unerring  counfel 
through  life,  GOD  will  receive  them  to  glory.  "  And  GOD 
fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;  and  there  {hall  be  no 
more  death,  neither  forrow,  nor  crying,  neither  fhall  there  be  any 
more  pain  :.  For  the  former  things  are  paffed  away."  The  afflic- 
tions of  the  people  of  GOD  will  all  ferve  to  ripen  them  for  the  fu- 
ture reft  ;  yea  they  will  work  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory. 

AFFLICTIONS  rightly  improved,  will  lead  the  mind  to  rejoice  in 
GOD's  government.  They  had  this  effeft  upon  Job,  when  he 
faid  "The Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  ;  blefledbe 
the  name  of  the  Lord."  Nothing  will  eflFe£lually  prevent  charg- 
ing GOD  foolifhly,buta  full  belief'in  the  univerfal  extent  and  per- 
feftion  of  his  government.  Did  we  confider  the  world  as  aban- 
doned to  chance,  or  accident,  or  blind  neceflity,  we  might  juflly 
fit  down  in  defpair  under  our  troubles.  But*when  we  corrfider 
them  as  coming  not  forth  of  the  dull,  nor.  fpringing  out  of  the 
ground,  we  muft  feel  every  encouragement  to  feek  unto  GOD, 
and  unto  GOD  to  commit  our  caufe.  All  events  are  parts  of  an 
infinitely  wife  and  good  plan,  carried  into  effeft  by  almighty  pow* 
er.  When  we  confider  our  afHi£tions  as  among  the  events  which 
promote  the  felicity  and  glory  of  GOD's  moral  kingdom,  and  are 
reconciled  to  his  government,  we  fhall  efteem  it  a  matter  of  ihc 
highefl  joy,  that  the  Lob  d  GOD  omnipotent  rcigneth. 

IV.  WHEN  our  afflictions  are  rightly  improved,  they  will  quick- 
en us  in  the  performance  of  duty.  We  fhall  be  more  fervent  and 
importunate  at  the  throne  of  grace,  in  proportion  as  our  alfliftions 
lead  us  into  the  knowledge  of  GOD,  and  ourfelves.  When  we 
are  fliownour  dependence  on  GOD,  and  are  made  to  feel  that  we 
cannot  trufl  in  an  arm  ef  flefh,  we  cannot  withhold  pouring  out 
our  hearts  before  him,  and  humbly  fupplicating  his  mercy.  We 
always  find  a  devotional  frame  increafed  in  the  hearts  af  fcripture 
faints  in  times  of  tribulation.  Hezekiah,  when  death  appeared  to 
beat  hand,  with  great  importunity,  and  with  tears,  betook  himfelf 
tb  his  heavenly  Father  for  mercy.    Have  you  not,  ray  chriflian, 
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friends,  found  a  great  difference  betweeh  your  clofet  performanca/ 
in  days  of  profperity,  and  days  of  afFliftion  ?  Have  you  not  oftert 
found  in  the  latter  feafon,  that  it  was  much  cafier  to  1c eep  front 
wanderings  of  thought,  and  to  maintain  communion  with  GOD, 
than  when  all  things  of  a  worldly  nature  fmiled  upon  you  ?  A  hum- 
ble and  holy  walk  with  GOD  in  his  ordinances,  is  another  efFefl:  of 
fanftified  affliaions.  Thefe  give  a  peculiar  reltlh  to  the  word  of 
GOD  when  read  or  preached  ;  it  becomes  fweet  unto  the  tafle, 
when*  the  cares  of  the  world,  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,  are 
not  permitted  to  fwallow  up  the  mind.  The  Chriftian,  when  he 
feels  fatherly  correftion,  is  uncommonly  prepared  to  receive  light 
and  confolation  from  the  facred  volume  ;  efpecially  from  thofe 
parts  of  it  which  narrate  the  trials  and  deliverances  of  pious  men, 
or  contain  promifes  for  their  fupport.  The  worfhip  and  ordi- 
nances of  GOD's  houfe  appear  as  privileges  of  ineftimable  value, 
to  a  foul  which  has  been  emptied  from  vefTel  to  vefTel,  and  can  find 
no  refting  place  on  earth. 

WE  fhall  be  roufed  to  a  more  diligent  and  faithful  difcharge  of 
the  duties  of  our  particular  ftations  in  life,  when  we  feel  the  chaf- 
tening  of  the  Lord.  This  furnifhes  one  great  reafon  of  the  fu- 
perior  a6livity,  fortitude,  and  zeal,  of  primitive  Chriftians.  Treat- 
ed, as  they  were,  as  the  filth  and  ofFscouring  of  all  flelh,  and  daily 
receiving  the  fentence  of  death  from  their  enemies,  they  were  con- 
flantly  learning  thelefTon  not  to  trufl  in  themfelves,  but  in  GOD 
who  raifeth  the  dead.  They  felt  the  importance  of  being  faithful 
to  their  Lord,  whether  as  minifters,  or  private  brethren  ;  and  of 
fpanng  no  labour,  to  promote  the  kingdom  of  Chrifl:,  and  to  fave 
their  fellow  men  from  eternal  deflruftion.  We  are  all  too  ready  to 
give  indulgence  to  floth,  and  to  fay,  thatfome  other  time,  will,  at 
leaft,  be  as  convenient  as  the  prefent,  for  performing  the  duties 
which  are  particularly  incumbent  upon  us.  But  when  our  heav- 
enly Father  fummons  bur  attention  by  frowning  upon  us,  we  fhall 
■find  iteafy  to  break  through  a  thoufand  difHculties,  which  we  had 
been  placing  in  the  way  of  diligence  and  zeal  in  his  caufe,  in  ordi- 
nary times. 

HAPPY  will  be  the  efFeftsof  fanClified  afHiftonSjin  learning  us  io 
feel  for  others  under  their  troubles.     Nothing  will  fo  effeftually 


teach  the  heart  to  feel  for  anather's  woe,  as  experience  in  the  fchod 
of  advertity.  This  tends  to  foften  the  heart,  to  leain  us  te  bear 
one  another's  burdens,  and  to  weep  with  them  wlio  weep.  Job'$ 
friends  who  vifited  him  under  his  overwhelming  calamities,  were 
in  profperity  themrelvcs,  they  could  fpeak  with  conBdcnce  in 
their  own  wifdom,  and  they  could  wound  their  afflidled  friend 
with  hard  cenfures.  Hence  Job  obferves,Chapter  xvi,  «  I  aUo 
could  fpeak  as  ye  do  :  If  your  foul  were  in  my  foul's  ftead,  I  could 
•heap  up  words  againft  you,  and  ftiake  mine  head  at  you."  At  the 
fame  time  he  affures  them,  that  Were  their  circumflances  ex- 
changed, he  would  not  adopt  their  hard  treatment,  and  retort  up- 
on them.  *'  But  I  would  ftrengthcn  you  with  my  mouth,  and  the 
moving  of  my  lips  fhould  afTuage  your  grief."  This  good  man  had 
learned  to  feel  tendernefs  and  companion  towards  the  alHi£ted, 
and  could  not  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  idea  of  adding  to  the  bitter 
cup  of  his  brother's  affliflion,  by  any  unkindnefs.  Chriflian  be. 
nevolence  appears  in  its  glory,  when  employed  to  bind  up  the 
broken  heart,  and  to  point  the  children  of  forrow  to  the  high 
fdurce  of  confolation  which  is  found  in  the  gofpel  covenant.  Hence 
the  Apoftle  Paul,  addreffes  himfelf  to  his  Chriftian  brethren  at  Co- 
xinth,  in  the  following  words,  "Blefled  be  GOD,  even  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  CJOD 
of  all  comfort ;  who  comfOrteih  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we 
snay  be  able  to  comfort  them  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  com« 
fort  wherewith  we  ourfelves  are  comforted  6f  GOD." 

WIDE  is  the  field  of  chriftian  duties  towards  our  neighfaour« 
Whatever  a ffifts  us  in  knowing  our  own  hearts,  learning  our 
wants,  or  difcovering  the  fources  of  relief  from  our  fellow  crea- 
tures, will  help  us  to  a  readinefs  in  miniftering  to  others.  The  di- 
vine law  requires  us  "  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves ;  and  that 
whatever  things  we  would  that  men  fhoulddo  to  us,  we  fhould 
do  even  fo  to  them."  When  humbled  under  chaftifement,  we  are 
the  beft  fitted  to  obferve  a  juft,  pure,  and  merciful  behaviour 
towards  thofe  around  us.  Our  families,  our  friends,  our  neigh- 
bours, and  all  who  fall  in  our  vroy,  may  derive  great  benefit  from 
our  fidelity  and  kindnefs. 

y.  v/E  ought  to  improve  our  afHi^ions  to  ripen  us  for  d«:ath,  and 
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heaven.  They  xemihd  us  of  the  uncertain  and  perifiiing  nature 
of  the  pofleffions  and  enjoyments  of  life,  and  hence  are  fuited  tc^ 
premonilh  us  of  our  departure  from  this  world,  and  the  necelHty 
of  looking  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whofe  builder  and 
maker  is  GOI>,  So  foon  as  we  enter  on  life,  we  begin  our  jour-' 
ney  to  the  grave,  and  aCter  a  few  days,  mufl  encounter  the  King 
of  Terrors.  Nothing  ought  to  be  done,  or  omitted,  which  (hould 
attach  us  to  earth  as  our  home,or  croud  eternity  from  our  thoughts. 
Feeling  that  we  muft  fhortly  put  off  this  tabernacle,  it  becomes 
us  to  give  all  diligeiice  to  make  our  calling  and  eleflion  Cure, 
The  afiliftions  which  we  experience  in  this  life,  highly  urge  us 
to  poffefs  an  hope,  which  is  an  anchor  of  the  foul  both  fure  and 
fteadfaft,  and  which  entereth  into  that  within  the  vail.  Beholds 
ing  by  faith  him  who  is  invifible,  and  with  the  crown  of  right- 
coufnefs  in  our  eye,  we  (hall  fafely  ride  out  the  ftorms  of  life,  and 
reach  the  haven  of  eternal  refl. 

lET  all  who  have  been  vifited  with  the  rod  of  afEiflion,  or  are 
now  in  trouble,  apply  the  fubje£t  of  this  difcourfeto  themfelves. 
Ye  children  of  forrow  J  refolve  with  pious  Hezekiah,  to  go  foftly 
all  your  years,  on  account  of  the  bitternefs  of  your  fouls.  Let  the 
tokens  of  divine  wrath  which  you  have  felt,  be  followed  with 
godly  forrow,  which  worketh  repentance  to  falvation  not  to  be  re- 
pented of.  Praife  GOD  for  remembering  mercy  in  midft  of 
wrath— that  you  have  been  kept  from  finking  into  dcfpair,  and 
your  fouls  have  been  faved  from  death.  Forget  not  to  cherifh 
and  practice  the  pious  refolutions,  which  you  may  have  formed, 
when  your  enjoyments  have  been  removed  or  threatened,  when 
you  have  felt  yourfelves  to  be  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  or  your 
friends  have  been  dying  around  you.  When  GOD  hath  beeri 
writing  bitter  things  againft  you,  have  you  fought  to  know  your 
tranfgrelTions,  and  to  recal  your  abufes  of  the  bleffings  which  a 
gracious  GOD  hath  Ihowered  upon  you  ?  Have  you  been  defir- 
ous  to  know  with  all  modefty  and  fubmilTion,  wherefore  GOD 
hath  contended  with  you  ?  And  while  you  have  not  prefumed  to 
explore  the  fecrets  of  divine  wifdom,  have  you  feen  yourfelves 
deferving  of  all  the  miferies  of  this  life,  and  the  everlafting  pains 
of  Hell  ?  You  muft:,  if  your  eyes  are  open  to  difcern  truth,  join 
with  the  penitent  Ifraelites  on  their  return  from  captivity  in  con- 
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fcffing  that  GOD  hath  punifhcd  you  lefs  than  your  iniquities  de-^'- 
lerve.  You  will  unite  with  the  faithful  among  the  people  of 
GOD  of  old,  when  their  city  and  temple  lay  in  ruins,  «  Wherefore 
doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  puniflimcnt  of  his 
fins."  Happy  will  be  the  effefts  of  your  afflittions,  if  your  hearts 
learn  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Father,  Hearken 
to  the  voice  of  the  infinitely  wife  and  righteous  Sovereign  of  the 
univerfe— ««  Be  ftill,and  know  that  I  am  GOD  !"  When  world- 
ly enjoyments  and  friends  fail  you,  look  up  to  GOD,  as  the 
itrcngth  of  your  hearts,  and  your  portion  forever.  He  will  be  the 
friend  and  protedlor  of  his  people,  amidft  the  forrows  of  life,  the 
agonies  of  death,  and  will  plead  their  caufe  before  angels,  men  and 
devils,  when  this  world  fhallbe  on  fire,  and  all  the  monuments  of 
its  glory  fhall  pciifh.  Meditate  much  on  the  extent  and  pcrfeftion 
of  the  divine  governmcht.  *•'  Afcribe  ye  greatnefs  unto  our  GOD, 
He  is  the  Rock,his  work  is  perfe6l ;  for  all  his  ways  are  judgment : 
A  GOD  of  truth  and  without  iniquity,  juft  and  right  is  he."  Let 
your  affliftions  quicken  you,  in  performing  all  the  duties  both  of 
the  firft  and  fecond  table  of  the  law.  Grow  in  the  conftancy  and 
fervour  of  devotion,  and  in  yOur  delight  in  GOD's  word  and  or- 
dinances. Be  faithful  in  all  your  places,  flations  and  relations  of 
life.  Comfort  the  feeble  minded,  fupport  the  weak,  and  uphold 
Jiim  who  is  falling.  "Remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
how  he  faid,  it  is  more  blefTed  to  give  than  to  receive."  While 
^he  fafhion  of  this  world  is  paffing  away,and  your  lives  are  fpend- 
ing,  fecure  to  yourlelves  the  durable  riches  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
prepare  for  death  and  Heaven,  Let  your  attachment  to  the  world 
\ie  diminifhed,  as  your  enjoyments  are  removed,  or  threatened, 
and  as  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  folitary,  by  the  departure  of 
your  friends.  The  feparation  of  chriftian  friends  will  be  but 
iliort,  they  vyill  foon  be  together  in  the  general  Aflembly  and 
church  of  the  firftborn.  They  will  fhaie  together  the  bleffings 
and  glories  of  the  refurreftion,  and  the  fecond  appearing  of 
Christ.  Mofl  animating  are  the  words  of  the  Apoftle  Paul,  ir> 
the  4th  chapter  of  his  firft  Epiftle  to  the  cburch  at  Theffalonica— . 
"'Bull  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them 
who  are  afleep,  that  ye  forrow'  not,  even  as  others  who  have  no 
hope.    For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died,  and  rofc  again,  even  fo 
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them  alfo  who  flecp  in  Jesus  will  GOD  bring  with  him.  For 
thfs  we  fay  unto  you  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  we  who  are 
ahve,  and  remain  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  (hall  not  prevent 
them  who  ar4afleep.  For  the  Lord  himfelf  fhall  defcend  from 
Heaven  wuhafhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  Archangel,  and  with 
the  trump  of  GOD  :  And  the  dead  in  Christ  (hall  rife  firft. 
Then  we  who  are  alive  and  remain,  fliail  be  caught  up  together 
with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air ;  And  fo  fhall 
we  ever  be  with  the  Loro,  WhercforejCorafort  one  another  with 
thcfe  words." 

THs  right  improvement  of  afHidions Js  of  particular  importance 
to  me,  and  my  family,  at  the  prefent  time.  We  have  been  called 
to  bury  one  from  our  houfe  the  week  paft.  It  hath  pleafed  the 
righteous  and  fovereign  Ruler  of  the  world,  to  remove  out  of  time 
an  amiable  kinfwoman,  in  the  bloom  of  youth.  Neither  her 
charms  of  perfon  or  mind,  nor  the  flattering  hopes  of  her  friendss 
could  prevent  her  falling  a  viSim  to  death.  Her  Parents,  three 
Brothers  and  a  Sifter,  have  died  within  the  laft  fix  years.  The 
death  of  our  kinfwoman  opens  afrefh  every  former  wound,  brings 
upon  us  the  colleftive  forrow  of  all  the  former  bereavements,  and 
folemnly  warns  us  to  go  foftly  all  our  future  years,  becaufe  of  the 
bitternefs  of  our  fouls.  In  particular,  the  prefent  fcene  of  mourn- 
ing revives  the  inemory  of  the  Fa^her  of  the  Young  Lady,  lately 
deceafed,  who  was  my  friend  and  benefaftor.*     Related  to  him  as 

a  nephew, 

*  Mr.  NATHANIEL  KINGSBURY,  of  Nortvicb  in  Comeaicut,  who 
died-December  15,  J784,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age.  The  following  traits 
in  his  cbarafter  were  too  vifible  to  efcape  the  notice  of  his  acquaintance.  He 
had  a  foul  which  was  abcve  the  low  arts  of  diflitnulation  ;  he  was  fteady  in 
his  principles  ;  upright  in  his  dealings  ;  a  feeling,  a  decided,  and  a  generous 
friend  to  the  needy,  the  helplefs  and  the  afllidted.  Theft  qualities  united  with 
a  large  {hare  of  fprightlincfs  and  humour,  rendered  him  beloved  as  a  compan- 
ion, and  highly  efteemed  as  a  member  of  fociety. 

HI  was  the  youngeft  fon  and  child  of  Deacon  JOSEPH  KINGSBURY; 
wbofe  Grandfather  came  out  of  Enghnd  ;  and  was  one  of  the  firft  fettlers  of  the 
town  oi  Ipjvjub.  He  removed  with  his  family,  itooi  Hwjsrbill,  in  the  Prov» 
ince  (now  Commonwealth)  of  Majfacbujetts,  near  the  beginning  of  the  prefenc 
century,  and  fettled  in  the  wtft  part  of  Norwich  j  lately  incorporated  into  1 
Town,  by  the  name  <ii  Franklin,.     H*verhiH  was  at  that  time  a  frontier  town, 
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9  nephew,  and  educated  in  the  fame  hOufc  in  wliicb  ho  livedo  %> 
fbould  be  unnatural  not  to  take  part  in  the  mourning  eaufcd  by» 
feia  death.  But  there  were  much  ftronger  ties,  than  tkefc  circum- 
glances  afford,  to  engage  my  affe&ions  to  him.  Being  left  an  or- 
phan in  my  childhood,  I  was  taken  under  his  guardianfhip,  and 
By  his  generous  exertions  received  a  pubhck  education.  His  pa- 
ternal care  was  continued  to  me  during  his  life.  The  fcene  of 
parting,  when  he  left  the  world,  is  too  tender  for  me  to  attempt  to 
defcribe. — An  culogium  from  me  might  be  fufpefled  of  partiality* 
While  the  power  of  recolle£lion  (hall  remain,  I  cannot  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  memory  of  a  friend,  who  was  my  greateft  mortal 
behefaftor  :  he  dried  the  tears  of  the  orphan,  and  was  to  me  in  the 
place  of  a  Father.  What  he  was,  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  kind- 
ncfs,  a  friend  of  civil  and  religious  order,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
chriftian  church,  is  well  known  to  his  furviving  neighbours  and 
acq^uaintance.  « 

BEHOLD  what  defolations  death  is  making  in  the  earth  !  Fami- 
lies, circles  of  friends,  focieties   and  kingdoms,  are  conftantly  re- 
minded, <•  That  one  generation  paffeth  away,  and  another  genera- 
ation  cometh."     How  many  of  thofe  who  once  were  our  neigh- 
bours, 

&ni  was  frequently  harraffed  by  incurfions  of  the  Eaftern  and  Northern  tribes 
of  Indians  ;  which  occafioneil  Deacon  Kingfburfs  retnoval.  He  had  a  large 
-fara'ily,  fix  fons  and  fiv«  daughters}  who  lived  to  merry,  and  have  children,. 
He  died  December  i,  1757,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
E.UTH  KINGSBURY,  died  May  6,  1779,  in  the  93d  year  of  her  age. 

Mrs.  SARAK  KINGSBURY,  widow  oi  Mx.  Nathaniel  Kwgjbury,  A\tA 
Oilobtr  ZJ,  17S9,  in  the  55th  year  of  her  age.  They  had  ten  children  :  Three 
of  whom  are  Hill  living,  two  died  in  infancy.  The  other  five  died  at  the  fal- 
lowing dates  and  ages,  viz.  •,, 

"Jofiph,    died    December  20,  1783,  in  his  20th  year. 

NaibsnhU  -—   December  8,  1784.,  in  his  25th  ——— 
^labith/iHVl, Feb.    i,    1787,    in   her  17th 

Charles,  ———  a  ftudent  at  Yale  College, June  2ad,i7S9,inh5s  23d  —• > 

Bethiaby  February  24,  1790,  in  heriSch 

Mr.  Kingsbury-  and  his  Wife,  with  the  five  Children  laft  mentioned, died 
of  a  Confumptlon.  More  thanyor?);  of  his  relatives  died  of  the  fame  diforder, 
wi»hin  thi'rtyeight  years  from  the  laft  date.  The  curious  will  find  it  difficult 
to  inveftigate  the  caufes,  in  a  family  remarkable  for  their  attachtient  to  the  ag- 
ricultural lite,  from  their  firft  fettlemtnt  in  America  ;  and  who  have  lived  Ja 
the  comsnun  temperate  ftyle  of  New  England  farmejs. 
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jjours,  acquaintknce,'conap<mions,  or  friends,  have  been  rejnoved 
into  the  land  of  filence  ?  No  more  can  we  unite  with  them  in  the 
labouts  of  life,  tafte  the  fweets  of  their  friendfiiip,  experience  their 
^atrdnage,  be  inftrufled  frbm  their  lips,  cr  be  profited  by  their  Tiff- 
ing examples.  They  have  gone  to  their  \<mg  home,  and  fur- 
vivors  are  left  to  lament  their  lofs  of  the  objefts  of  theit  corS- 
dcnce,  their  efleem,  or  their  love.  Soon  rauft;  we  follow  our  d«»- 
parted  friends,  and  mingle  our  dufl:  with  theirs  in  the  bofo®  of 
the  earth.     Pertinent  are  the  words  of  the  Poel  : 

•*  Life's  little  ftage  is  a  fmall  eminence, 
**  Inch-high  the  grave  above  ;  that  home  of  nian, 
**  Where  dweils  the  multitude  ;  we  gaze  around  : 
*•  We  read  their  monuments  5  we  ligh  j   and  while 
*'  We  figh,  we  fink  ;  and  are  what  we  deplor'd, 
*'  Lamenting,  or  lamented,  all  our  lot  I" 

LET  US  not  flop  with  looking  into  the  grave  :  Let  us  look  be- 
yond it,  to  the  eternal  ftatefor  which  man  was  born,  and  preparss 
to  receive  the  immortal  joys  which  will  be  the  portion  of  all  God- 
ly mourners.  To  ripen  for  future  glory,  we  muft  improve  ali 
the  enjoyments,  trials,  and  forrows  of  life,  to  lead  us  to  GOD,  and 
to  learn  fubmiffion  to  his  holy  will.  In  particular,  let  us  improve 
the  late  death  in  my  family,  to  wean  us  from  the  world,  and  to  en- 
gage us  to  fet  our  affe£lions  on  things  above.  Let  us  die  to  Rn^ 
and  have  our  life  hidden  with  CHRist  in  GOD;  that  w'hea 
Christ,  who  is  our  life  fnall  appear,  we  may  alfo  appear  with 
him  in  glory.  Remember,  Dear  Youth,  that  neither  fprighdinefs, 
wit,  or  charms,  can  fecure  your  lives  a  fingle  moment.  Soon, 
the  bloom,  and  the  engaging  features^  may  perifh  from  yoi;r  coun- 
tenances, the  palencfs  of  death  be  fpread  over  thssrs,  your  bodies 
be  drefled  for  the  grave,  and  turned  to  duft.  Who  amoncr  the 
children  of  men  can  find  caufe  to  glory  in  the  world  ?  When 
pride  is  afpiring  let  him  advert  to  the  humiliating  confeiTicvn,  '•' I 
have  faid  to  corruption,  thou  art  my  father,  to  tho  worm,  thou 
art  ray  mother  and  my  filler  !"  Be  intreated  novv^  in  th?  morn- 
ing of  life,  to  remember  your  Creator,  and  to  fecure  thofe  accom- 
plifhments  which  are  honourabie  and  permanent.  May  your 
hearts  be  impreiled  with  divine  love,  artj  at  (he  dole  of  a  life 
Ipent  in  piety  and  virtue,  may  you  ihins  in  tiie  bloorn  of  immortal 
youthj  in  the  He^ivenly  Paradif^  ;   where   you  will  be  cloathsd 
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with  a  beauty  which  cannot  fade,  and  your  bodies,  at  the  tefur^ 
region,  will  be  fafhioned  like  unto  Christ's  glorious  body. 

TO  CONCLUDE — - — let  US  all  improve  our  affliftions  to  promote 
ourprefent  peace,  and  eternal  felicity.  Then  wc  fliallnotdefpife 
the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  we  are  rebuked  of 
him.  Happy  will  it  be  for  us,  if  all  the  afHiftions  we  endure  in 
this  life,  prove  inftrumental  of  leading  us  to  the  Rock  which  is 
higher  than  we  ;  of  mortifying  our  corruptions,  purifying  •  our 
hearts,  and  preparing  us  to  fhine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom 
of  our  Heavenly  Father.  GOD  grant,  *«  That  the  trial  of  our 
faith  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perilheth, 
though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  might  be  found  unto  praife,  and  hon- 
our, and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ."    AMEN. 


